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Dear Parents,
I wanted to begin by thanking you for your incredible support over the
last few weeks, it has been an incredibly difficult period, heightened by
the knowledge that all of our children are more vulnerable by the very
nature of their needs. I am therefore very grateful that all of you are
heeding the Government advice to stay at home. School is therefore
currently closed but this can be reviewed on an individual basis (in the
first instance, please contact school)
I am really hopeful that over the Easter holidays, you and your family will
all be able to rest. Trying to ‘home school’ is incredibly difficult as a
parent (I have had all sorts of reports from staff who are ‘home
schooling their own children who have been working out how to make
Viking ships with no glue; develop skills as researchers, use ICT skills they
never knew they had!) This process can be frustrating and cause
anxiety not only for the child but also for you as parents and carers.
Therefore, over the Easter holidays, there will be NO work set and no
regular phone communication. You can, of course, still continue to
contact us through the usual methods – email and phone. Our
students will gain a great deal from having the opportunity to rest, relax
and be together. If you do feel desperate to ‘teach’ your child, please
concentrate on their ‘Lifeskills’ – where possible, activities such as
getting dressed independently, helping to wash up etc. There are also
a whole host of on-line resources that will still be available via our
website in the home work section:
http://www.blackfriarsacademy.org.uk/A_Blackfriars_Education/
homework/educational-resources

Free School Meal Vouchers:
The Free School Meal voucher that some families received for
£20 on Friday 27th March was paid for by school and was to
cover the period up to 3rd April. The Government have widely
advertised that they are going to make available vouchers to
cover free school meals for £15 a week. However, these are
not available for the Easter Holiday period. Whilst ordinarily we would
not provide free school meals during holiday periods we find ourselves
in unprecedented times and we wish to support our families as much
as possible. Therefore, £15 vouchers are being issued for the Easter
period by exception. We will not be able to support in future holiday
period. These vouchers will be sent out to email addresses early next
week and then again week beginning 13th April. If you have any
difficulties downloading your voucher, please contact
lgroves@blackfriars.shaw-education.org.uk who will be happy to help

Food bank:

Parents / Carers of children on Free School
Meals (FSM) are able to make ONE visit per
week to the Shaw Education Trust Foodbank
situated in Seabridge Primary School. The
Foodbank is open on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays between 1pm and 3pm. At the
moment, supplies are quite limited, more
deliveries are expected but we do not know
how many or in what quantities. To pick up a
parcel, please take your ID (Driving Licence or
utility bill etc) and if you have a different
surname to your child, please take something
that identifies your child (eg, birth certificate.) If
you need a food parcel and are unable to
pick one up for yourself, please contact school
to discuss, email admin@blackfriars.shaweducation.org.uk or ring 01782 987151
Roe Lane, Seabridge,
Newcastle-under-Lyme,
Staffordshire ST5 3PJ
Scholars of the fortnight
Lots of students have been working incredibly hard over the last 8 days whilst school has been closed. In our
phone calls home, we have heard that students have been helping out gardening,
cooking and cleaning. Harry from Spode has moved right outside (literally) of his
comfort zone, to take advantage of the beautiful sunshine we had in the first week.
Royal Doulton’s Alysha has been nominated for navigating her way around Teams
and working hard to complete all the work set for her. Well done Alysha – and she is
not alone, I know that many of our students have
worked really hard to do this – you all need to give
yourselves a pat on the back!
Other students have shown amazing creativity.
Portmeirion’s Tyra has joined millions of other people in
creating joy in this difficult time by creating a huge
rainbow picture.
Not only has Kor from Gladstone been writing songs, but he has also been working
incredibly hard in all of his subjects. Mrs Rawlinson particularly wanted to nominate
Kor because he has responded to all of her feedback and worked on many drafts
of his RE philosophical work WOULD YOU RATHER? to produce a fabulous piece of
writing. He questioned his sister as well, so thanks to Mimi too for all her thoughts,
help and support. Other members of Gladstone who have been nominated for their independent working
skills are George and Arjun.

Portmeirion’s Owen has been producing fantastic work, he has:

Set up his work folder at home

Started his ‘Where in the world?’ project, his is on America

Cooked with food tech recipes provided by Mrs Chesters

Completed his picture of ‘The Scream’ for Performing Arts

Produced fantastic questions for work skills

